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SUBJECT: ARAB EVICTIONS IN OLD JERUSALEM 

REFS: (A) JERUSALEM 20; (B) AMMAN 17 

1. SUMMARY: EVICTION OE ARABS EROM EXPANDED JEWISH 
QUARTER OE OLD JERUSALEM HAS BEEN CRITICIZED BY 
PRESTIGIOUS INDIVIDUALS IN BOTH INTERNATIONAL AND 
LOCAL PRESS AT A TIME WHEN ISLAMIC CONGRESS COMMITTEE 
HAS ANNOUNCED INTENTION TO RAISE JERUSALEM QUESTION IN 
UNSC. ISRAELI MUNICIPALITY ARGUES IT HAS EOUGHT TO 
REACH A COMPROMISE WHEREBY SOME ARAB PRESENCE WILL 
REMAIN, AND GOI MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE IS REPORTEDLY 
CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 017337 

RECONSIDERING CASES OE REMAINING ARAB RESIDENTS. IN 

THE ABSENCE OE ANY EEFECTIVE ARAB ACTION, ISRAELIS 

INTEND TO LOCUS NEXT ON RECONSTRUCTION OE THE MUSLIM QUARTER. 

RESULTANT THINNING OE ARAB POPULATION THERE, ALBEIT 

VOLUNTARY, MAY NEVERTHELESS PROVOKE CONTROVERSY AS 

MIGHT EXTENSION OE ISRAELI EXCAVATIONS TO HEAVILY- 

POPULATED OPHEL. END SUMMARY. 
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2. EVICTION OF THREE ARAB FAMILIES FROM EXPANDED 
JEWISH QUARTER ON DEC 28, 1977 (REF (A)) WAS FOLLOWED 
BY EVICTION OF ANOTHER FAMILY JAN 12, 1977. MOST, 

IF NOT ALL, ARABS INVOLVED WERE LONG-TERM RESIDENTS 
OF TRADITIONALLY- ARAB AREAS WITH THE LAND EXPROPRIATED 
BY THE GOI AFTER 1967 TO ENLARGE THE JEWISH QUARTER. 

THE APPROXIMATELY 20 ARAB FAMILIES WHICH REMAIN, MAINLY 
ON THE SOUTHERN SIDE OF THE STREET OF THE CHAIN GATE 
(BAB EL SILSILA), REPRESENT THE LAST ARAB PRESENCE IN THE 
EXPROPRIATED AREA. 

3. DECEMBER EVICTIONS WERE SHARPLY CRITICIZED BY PROMINENT 
JERUSALEM CHURCHMEN IN A LETTER JAN 7 IN THE LONDON 
TIMES. FOUR SIGNATORIES INCLUDED CLIVE HANDFOR, DEAN OF 
ST. GEORGE'S ANGLICAN CHURCH. IN THE LETTER, THE CHURCHMEN 
WONDERED WHAT PUBLIC REATION WOULD BE IF THREE JEWISH 
FAMILIES WERE BEING EVICTED FROM JEWISH QUARTER OF BETHAL 
GREEN IN LONDON TO MAKE WAY FOR NEW IMMIGRANTS. 

4. CRITIQUE WAS ECHOED IN A LETTER IN THE JERUSALEM POST 
JAN 19 SIGNED BY 18 LOCALLY PROMINENT FIGURES (MEMBERS OF 
THE ISRAEL INTERFAITH COMMITTEE) INCLUDING SUCH WELL 
KNOWN ZIONISTS AS DR. B.M. RESNIKOFF OF THE AMERICAN 
JEWISH COMMITTEE. SIGNATORIES CRITICIZED THE EVICTIONS 
AND "THE TREND TOWARDS RESTRICTIVE' QUARTERS WHICH 
THEY EVIDENCED," AND APPEALED TO MAYOR, MINISTERS OF 
HOUSING AND RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS, AND CHAIRMAN OF 
MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON JERUSALEM TO PREVENT ANY 
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FUTURE EVICTIONS. 

5. AS DEPARTMENT IS NO DOUBT AWARE, WASHINGTON POST'S 
JERUSALEM CORRESPONDENCT FOCUSED ON EVICTIONS IN LONG 
ARTICLE JAN 16. STORY WAS PICKED UP BY LOCAL ARABIC 
PRESS WHO STRESSED POINT THAT 6,500 ARABS HAD BEEN 
DISPLACED AND JUNDREDS OF HOMES DESTROYED AS A RESULT 
OF GOI POLICY SINCE 1968. WE UNDERSTAND STATISTICS WERE 
OBTAINED FROM QUAKERS' LEGAL AID OFFICE WHICH POST 
CONSIDERS RELIABLE. 

6. POST ALSO NOTES THAT CURRENT BURST OF PUBLICITY 
FOLLOWS SOON AFTER RECOMMENDATION OF JERUSALEM COMMITTEE 
OF ISLAMIC LEAGUE TO RAISE JERUSALEM QUESTION IN UNSC. 

(REF B). 

7. IN RECENT CONVERSATION, JERUSALEM'S DEPUTY MAYOR 
BENEVENISTI TOLD CONGEN THAT MUNICIPALITY HAD DONE ITS 

BEST TO PREVENT EVICTIONS AND HAD ACTUALLY WON A COMPROMISE 
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WHEREBY ARAB MERCHANTS COULD RETAIN THEIR SHOPS ALONG THE 
STREET OE THE CHAIN GATE. ACCORDING TO QUAKER LEGAL AID 
DIRECTOR, THE ISRAEL INTER-MINISTERIAL COMMITTEE ON 
JERUSALEM WILL STUDY THE CONDITIONS OF THE REMAINING 
ARAB RESIDENTS, AND HE IS OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THEIR 
CHANCES OF STAYING. 

8. WITH REBUILDING OF EXPANDED JEWISH QUARTER NEARLY 
COMPLETED, ATTENTION MAY NOW SHIET TO RECONSTRUCTION OF 
ADJACENT ISLAMIC QUARTER. AN ISRAELI CORPORATION, WITH 
WHICH JERUSALEM ARABS HAVE DECLINED TO COOPERATE, HAS 
BREN FORMED TO IMPROVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENCOURAGE 
A DECREASE IN POPULATION DENSITY. BENVENISTI INFORMS US 
THIS BODY HAS IN EFFECT BECOME A JOINT MUNICIPALITY-GOI 
ENTERPRESE AND THAT HE CHAIRS IT. HE EURTHER DENIES 

ANY INTENTION OE FORCING ARAB RESIDENTS TO MOVE ELSEWHERE. 
(SEE MECON WITH BENVENISTI, JAN 10, 1977.) ACCORDING 
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TO AN ARAB ISRAELI LAWYER WHO HAS BEEN ASKED BY THE 
CORPORATION TO ACT AS AN INTERMEDIARY, RESIDENTS WILL BE 
OFEERED EINANCIAL INCENTIVES TO RELINQUISH POSSESSION 
RIGHTS AND RELOCATE TO ARAB HOUSING PROJECTS NEAR BEIT HANINA 
AND BETHANY. ACTUAL OWNERSHIP OF MOST OF THE PROPETY 
WOULD REMAIN WITH ISLAMIC RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY (WHICH OWNS IT 
IN PERPETUITY) BUT ISRAELI CORPORATION WOULD HAVE RIGHTS TO 
OCCUPY PROPERTY UPON PAYMENT OF THE RENT. (COMMENT: WE 
HAVE NO INDICATION, HOWEVER, THAT IT IS INTENDED TO MOVE 
JEWS INTO THE AREA. BENEVENISTI HAS SAID HE HIMSELF OPPOSES 
REEURBISHING INTERIOR OF HOUSES.) BOTH ARAB AND ISRAELI 
SOURCES AGREE THAT MOVE TO NEW HOUSES LIKELY TO BE 
ATTRACTIVE TO MANY. ABOUT 800 APPLICANTS ARE ALREADY 
ON LISTS EOR THE INITIAL 200 UNITS PLANNED FOR BETHANY 

9. ISRAELIS ARE ALSO PLANNING TO OPEN EXCAVATIONS IN THE 
OPHEL, THE PRESENT SITE OF THE ARABIC VILLAGE OF SILWAN 
AND HISTORIC SITE OF THE CITY OE KING DAVID. INITIALLY, 

AT LEAST, EXCAVATIONS ARE LIKELY TO BE CONFINED TO OPEN AREAS 
AND ESPECIALLY A TRACT PURCHASED BY ROTHCHILDS TO PERMIT 
FRENCH DIG IN I9I3-I4. HOWEVER, MEIR BEN DOV, FIELD 
DIRECTOR OF THE MAZAR DIGS, HAS ARGUED PREVIOUSLY TO CONGEN 
OFFICERS THAT PRE-48 PICTURES OF OPHEL AREA SHOW ONLY 3 OR 4 
HOUSES IMPLYING THAT GOI COULD MAKE A CASE FOR EXPROPRIATIONS 
IF NECESSARY. 

10. COMMENT: LIKE SO MANY ARAB-ISRAELI ISSUES, THE PRE-SERVATION 
AND DEVLOPMENT OF THE OLD CITY, WHICH COULD UNITE 

THE RWO PARTIES IN COMMON INTERESTS, INSTEAD DIVIDES THEM. 

THE ARABS REMAIN UNCOOPERATIVE AND INTRANSIGENT; THE 
ISRAELIS HIGHHANDED AND INSENSITIVE. IN THE ABSENCE OF ANY 
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ARAB INITIATIVE, NO DOUBT SOME WORK MUST BE DONE BY THE 
ISRAELIS TO UPDATE THE BASIC INFRASTRUCTURE OF THE 
ISLAMIC QUARTER, BUT THE USE OF COERCION BY ISRAELIS NEXT DOOR 
ONLY INSURES THAT EVEN GOOD FAITH EFFORTS WILL BE VIEWED WITH 
SUSPICION BY THE ARABS. EAST JERUSALEM'S TENUOUS LINKS TO 
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THE ARAB HINTERLAND ARE EVEN NOW REDUCED TO THE 
MT. OF OLIVES TO THE EAST AND SILWAN TO THE SOUTHEAST. 

THE OPHEL EXCAVATIONS WHICH WILL, NO DOUBT, UNCOVER 
LINKS TO THE DAVIDIC PAST WILL ONLY SERVE TO DRAW THE NOOSE 
TIGHTER AND MAKE MORE DIFFICULT A SETTLEMTN SHOULD 
THE ARAB PARTIES, PARTICULARLY SAUDI ARABIS, INSIST THAT 
EAST JERUSALEM BE INCLUDED IN AN OVERALL ARAB-ISRAELI 
AGREEMENT. 

NEWLIN. 

UNQUOTE VANCE. 
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